SIGNATURE ON PAPER DOCUMENTS

1. Practical Necessity
-Does your Office see any practical need for broadening the types of signature, in addition to "a handwritten ink signature", for paper submission during the PCT International Phase?  Yes/No.  Please explain.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Yes. Nowadays many applicants complete all documents of their applications on their computer, before printing and submitting them. If there is only one applicant, it is quite easy for him to sign; if there are multiple applicants, it becomes trickier to obtain all signatures. Allowing for different kinds of signatures would ease the burden of obtaining all of them.

-Does your Office currently accept any other types of signature for paper submissions, other than "a handwritten ink signature", either under national procedures or under the PCT?  If so, please indicate the other types of signature your Office accepts.
Yes. It must be taken into account that, under Spanish law, any handwritten sign made by a person is considered a signature; that is, it is not required to write your full name, a simple scrawl would be sufficient.
Under our national procedure, we accept printed signatures (if added when completing the application on the computer and subsequently printed), as well as stamps (only when accompanied by a handwritten signature. This is the most common case with applications made by legal persons).
We also accept electronic signatures for paper submissions.
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