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Signatures on Paper

The EPO is happy to reply to the questions put forward by WIPO as follows:

· Does your Office see any practical need for broadening the types of signature, in addition to "a handwritten ink signature", for paper submission during the PCT International Phase?  Yes/No.  Please explain: 

The EPO acknowledges the need for patent offices to provide for more flexible solutions to users regarding the signing of paper documents relating to patent applications, in particular when those documents require multiple signatories. 

At the same time, the EPO notes that the vast majority of international applications and demands for international preliminary examination submitted at the EPO are in electronic form rather than on paper. The impact of the proposed solutions would thus be very limited in practice from an EPO perspective but would be welcomed for the relevant cases.

· Does your Office currently accept any other types of signature for paper submissions, other than "a handwritten ink signature", either under national procedures or under the PCT?  If so, please indicate the other types of signature your Office accepts.  

For paper filings, the EPO accepts a handwritten signature or, if the document is filed via fax, a reproduction of the filer's signature (see EPO OJ, 2019, A18). The name and position of the person must be clear from the signature. 

[bookmark: _Hlk96958748]To accommodate applicants in particular from China, Korea and Japan, the EPO accepts seals or stamps if accompanied by the seal holder`s name in block letters in lieu of a handwritten signature on evidence filed for registering the transfer of a patent application under Rule 22 EPC. 

The EPO itself is using an alternative means for signing since 1 April 2020 in that its employees may replace their handwritten signature with a seal when issuing decisions, notices or other communications using a computer (Rule 113 EPC).
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