Practical Necessity Questions - UKIPO
-Does your Office see any practical need for broadening the types of signature, in addition to "a handwritten ink signature", for paper submission during the PCT International Phase?  Yes/No.  Please explain.
Yes. During the pandemic the UKIPO sought legal advice around the types of signature we could accept, given staff and applicants were working from home and physical signatures were difficult to obtain and receive. The advice we received confirmed that whilst there are no express requirements in our national law for physical signatures, there is case law (Golden Ocean Group v Salgaocar Mining Industries [2012] I WLR 3674) which confirms that a typed name in place of a physical signature meets our statutory requirements where the statute is silent as to whether an electronic signature is acceptable.
The acceptance of typed signatures has proved helpful for applicants and attorneys during the pandemic given face to face meetings where physical signatures could be collected were less commonplace.
-Does your Office currently accept any other types of signature for paper submissions, other than "a handwritten ink signature", either under national procedures or under the PCT?  If so, please indicate the other types of signature your Office accepts.
Typed signatures or generic stamped signatures from attorney firms are currently accepted by the UKIPO.  

Practical Necessity Questions 


-


 


UKIPO


 


-


Does your Office see any practical need for broadening the types of signature, in addition 


to "a handwritten ink signature", for paper submission during the PCT International 


Phase?


 


 


Yes/No.


 


 


Please explain.


 


Yes


. During t


he pandemic


 


the UKIPO sought legal advice


 


around the types of signature we could 


accept


,


 


given


 


staff and applicants were working from home


 


and 


physical signatures were difficult 


to obtain and receive


.


 


The


 


advice we received confirmed that whilst there are


 


no express 


requirements in our national law for physical signatures


,


 


there is case law (


Golden Ocean Group 


v Salgaocar Mining Industries [2012] I WLR 3674) 


which confirms that a typed name in place 


of a physical signature meets our statutory requirements where the statute is silent as to whether 


an electronic signature is a


cceptable.


 


The acceptance of typed signatures has proved helpful for applicants and attorneys during the 


pandemic given face to face meetings where physical signatures could be collected were less 


commonplace.


 


-


Does your Office currently accept any 


other types of signature for paper submissions, other 


than "a handwritten ink signature", either under national procedures or under the PCT?


 


 


If 


so, please indicate the other types of signature your Office accepts.


 


Typed signatures or generic


 


stamped


 


signa


tures


 


from attorney firms are currently accepted by 


the UKIPO. 


 


 




Practical Necessity Questions  -   UKIPO   - Does your Office see any practical need for broadening the types of signature, in addition  to "a handwritten ink signature", for paper submission during the PCT International  Phase?     Yes/No.     Please explain.   Yes . During t he pandemic   the UKIPO sought legal advice   around the types of signature we could  accept ,   given   staff and applicants were working from home   and  physical signatures were difficult  to obtain and receive .   The   advice we received confirmed that whilst there are   no express  requirements in our national law for physical signatures ,   there is case law ( Golden Ocean Group  v Salgaocar Mining Industries [2012] I WLR 3674)  which confirms that a typed name in place  of a physical signature meets our statutory requirements where the statute is silent as to whether  an electronic signature is a cceptable.   The acceptance of typed signatures has proved helpful for applicants and attorneys during the  pandemic given face to face meetings where physical signatures could be collected were less  commonplace.   - Does your Office currently accept any  other types of signature for paper submissions, other  than "a handwritten ink signature", either under national procedures or under the PCT?     If  so, please indicate the other types of signature your Office accepts.   Typed signatures or generic   stamped   signa tures   from attorney firms are currently accepted by  the UKIPO.     

