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Signatures on Paper
· Does your national law contain any definition of "printed", "typed" or "stamped" signatures? 

Those terms are not defined by the EPC nor its Implementing Regulations. 

· How would you propose to define "printed", "typed" and "stamped" signatures?

A possible definition of the terms “printed”, “typed” or “stamped” could be: 

· “printed” signature : a reproduction of a natural/legal person’s handwritten signature produced without the pressure of a hand;

· “stamped signature” : the representation of a natural/legal person’s name created by using a stamp; and

· “typed signature” : the representation of a natural/legal person`s name using a machine keyboard, e.g. a computer, a typewriter, to insert the single letters.

In order to distinguish a mere reproduction of a name from a printed, typed or stamped signature, it should be clarified – in the PCT AI or in the Guidelines as well as in the PCT Applicant’s Guide – that a signature identifies the person concerned and expresses the consent of the signatory with the finalised document. A signature needs to signify that the signatory assumes responsibility for the content of the signed document. The Office concerned will assume that the signature was applied by the signatory.
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