Comments by Intellectual Property Owners Association (IPO):
Definitions and more detailed descriptions of each type of signature "printed", "typed" and "stamped" ("Definitions and Descriptions")
The proposed definition “handwritten, printed, typed or stamped” generally appears clear, although there may be some ambiguity in the expression “printed.” The examples cited (a picture of a handwritten signature, or made using printing plates) would presumably both be considered “printed signatures” once fixed on a paper document.  A signature typed on a computer keyboard and then subsequently printed on paper, would also likely be deemed a “printed signature.”  The issue of authenticity was also raised, but this should be out of scope for the question, as such concerns would exist regardless of whether the proposed WIPO definition is adopted.  Finally, although the risk of new types of signatures may increase vulnerability to exploitation by third parties, IPO is not aware of any evidence of this at present.  Further, if local Offices determine that certain types of signatures on paper documents are at high-risk of being fraudulent, they retain the option to implement stricter requirements.



