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2. Definitions and descriptions
Does your national law contain any definition of "printed", "typed" or "stamped" signatures?
No, there is no definition of the above-mentioned signatures in Hungarian law.
Act No. V of 2013 on the Civil Code (Hungarian Civil Code) does not define the types of signatures that may be accepted on written legal statements. Section 6:7 of the Hungarian Civil Code defines the formal requirements for a legal declaration that must be in writing. According to this Section:
(1) If a legal statement is to be made in writing, it shall be considered valid if at least the key points thereof are executed in writing.
(2) Unless otherwise provided for in this Act, a legal statement shall be construed to have been made in writing if the person making the statement has signed the legal statement.
(3) A legal statement shall be construed to have been made in writing if executed in a form with facilities for retrieving the information contained in the legal statement unaltered, and for identifying the person making the legal statement and the time when it was made.
Thus, according to the Hungarian Civil Code, where a written form is required for a legal statement, the essential content of the declaration must be in writing and, as a general rule, the declaration must be signed by the party making the declaration. [An exception to this rule is the legal relationships listed in Section 6:7 (3a), according to which legal statements made electronically in connection with real estate property, or relating to law of succession, family law, company law or financial services shall be construed to have been executed in writing if the content is scripted to provide an exact reproduction thereof, and meets the relevant statutory requirements for drafting electronic documents.]
The rule is deliberately worded in a technology-neutral way. According to the opinion of the New Civil Code Advisory Board, there was a need in practice to ensure that declarations which are made by means of a permanent instrument, with written signs, in accordance with Section 6:7 (3) of the of the Hungarian Civil Code may also be deemed to be a written legal declaration. This includes, for example, written statements sent electronically by e-mail, in an attached file, with an inserted signature image, edited in a word processor, converted into an editable or non-editable form, sent via chat, SMS, or on a platform provided by the other party. Legal declarations made in this form shall be deemed to be written declarations pursuant to Section 6:7 (3) of the Civil Code, if they are executed in a form with facilities for retrieving the information contained in the legal statement unaltered, and for identifying the person making the legal statement and the time when it was made.
The court must examine in each case and determine whether the particular form of communication met these conditions in the given circumstances. Section 6:7 (3) of the Civil Code does not regulate the requirements of authenticity and unfalsifiability and does not require the statement to be absolutely unfalsifiable in order to be considered a written statement. Therefore, in principle, any communication in a physical form may satisfy this requirement.



How would you propose to define "printed", "typed" and "stamped" signatures?
Given that written statements on industrial property rights in Hungary do not need to comply with specific rules, we do not consider it necessary to provide definitions for printed, typed or stamped signatures. The Hungarian legal requirements can in principle be fulfilled by any physical form of communication.
Defining acceptable signatures could be helpful for customers, but could also narrow down the range of signatures that can be used. Therefore, care should be taken when drafting possible definitions.

