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Signatures on Paper


· Would your Office favor a PCT definition of what constitutes a signature or would you prefer to leave the definition of acceptable signatures to each Office?

The EPO favours a uniform definition to provide legal certainty for users filing with several Offices or Authorities during the international phase, including up to entries into the various national / regional phases.

·  If there were a definition in the PCT of what constitutes a signature, would your Office require the PCT to include an incompatibility provision to allow your Office the possibility to opt out from accepting certain types of signatures?  If so, please provide an explanation. 

The EPO is not in favour of an incompatibility provision to be included for this particular item in order to ensure an efficient handling of such filings in the international phase by both users and Offices alike.
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