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3. Other proposals
Would your Office favor a PCT definition of what constitutes a signature or would you prefer to leave the definition of acceptable signatures to each Office?
According to PCT Rule 2.3 a stamp is already acceptable instead of a handwritten signature. If other signatures were acceptable for international patent applications, it would be preferable to define them in order to create uniformity.
The requirement under Hungarian civil law is set out in Section 6:7 (3) of the Civil Code, according to which a legal statement shall be construed to have been made in writing if executed in a form with facilities for retrieving the information contained in the legal statement unaltered, and for identifying the person making the legal statement and the time when it was made. The court must examine in each case and determine whether the particular form of communication met these conditions in the given circumstances.
Defining acceptable signatures can be helpful for customers, but can also narrow down the range of signatures that can be used. Therefore, care should be taken when drafting possible definitions.
The Hungarian legal requirements can in principle be met by any physical form of communication.

If there were a definition in the PCT of what constitutes a signature, would your Office require the PCT to include an incompatibility provision to allow your Office the possibility to opt out from accepting certain types of signatures?  If so, please provide an explanation.
No, we do not require an opt-out, because in theory we accept all signatures. (More precisely, the decision should be made taking into account all the circumstances, not the form of the signature per se.)

