


JPAA's Comments on Proposal to amend PCT Rule 26.3ter
　　　
　　
The Japan Patent Attorneys Association (hereinafter "JPAA") agrees to the JPO's proposal. As pointed out in paragraph 3 of the proposal, there is concern that under Rule 26.3ter(a) as amended at the session of the PCT Assembly, cases where not all elements of an international application are published in a single language may remain.
In view of the circumstances that led to the introduction of this Rule, JPAA considers that the further amendment to PCT Rule 26.3ter., as presented in paragraph 7 of the JPO's proposal, is reasonable and significant in line with the current status of the PCT system that is available in multiple languages.

There is also concern over the possibility that if the proposed and amended PCT Rule is applied uniformly and strictly, it could impose an excessive burden on users (applicants) who intend to file international applications using the PCT system. In this respect, JPAA considers that the amendment to the Receiving Office Guidelines as proposed by the JPO will enable the Receiving Office and the applicant to communicate with each other flexibly depending on the circumstances of each case, which will ensure a balance with the amendment to the PCT Rule.
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