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• Standard IP law created in a specific time and context 
• Foster commercial innovation by protecting industrial inventions and individual creations
• Many indigenous and traditional communities argue it does not serve their interests
• Can actually disenfranchise them
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• First of this kind in ASEAN

• If adopted country-wide Laos can 
be the first country in ASEAN with 
sui generis protection for TCEs

Av. Monica Boța Moisin  |  www.culturalintellectualproperty.com   |   office@culturalintellectualproperty.com

THE OMA TRADITIONAL TEXTILE DESIGN DATABASE
A sui  gener is  model  for  TCEs protect ion



• Affirmation of Oma collective 
custodianship rights over their TCEs

• Proof of origin of Oma TCEs - means 
proof against cultural misappropriation

• Tool to facilitate income generating 
collaborations between Oma craft 
custodians and fashion and textiles 
businesses

• Digital documentation (inventorisation) 
of Oma traditional textiles

• Includes IP protections

• It does not establish new rights in the TCEs 
yet

• Not officially recognised by law in Lao PDR

• Fashion and textiles businesses do not yet 
request collaborations via the online 
platform community needs expert support

• High workload for facilitators community 
needs expert support

• Confusion that this is an IP protection for 
artisans

• A new legal protection model in 
ASEAN

• Community can create income 
together (collective cultural 
entrepreneurship) and decide if and 
how TCEs are used and 
commercialised

• A platform for certification of 
authentic craft products and 
education about TCEs Higher value 
of handcrafted products

Av. Monica Boța Moisin  |  www.culturalintellectualproperty.com   |   office@culturalintellectualproperty.com

STRENGTHS CHALLENGES OPPORTUNITIES



V I D E O S

W H I T E  P A P E R

T E X T I L E
D E S I G N  
D A T A B A S E

R E S O U R C E  P A G E

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R8tDDXzRPgM&list=PLnOD0wRCUgu_bRKSJTly1lQIIzt48AyU-&index=2
https://www.taeclaos.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/TAEC-White-Paper-Securing-Cultural-Intellectual-Property-Rights-Oma-Laos.pdf
https://oma.traditionaldesigns.la
https://oma.traditionaldesigns.la
https://oma.traditionaldesigns.la
https://www.taeclaos.org/artisan-ip-rights/


THANK YOU
Tr ad i t io na l  A r t s  a n d  
E t hn o lo gy  C e nt re

@ t ae c l ao s
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