SIPO’s Proposal on WIPO DAS

2012-11-27
Since SIPO joined in the WIPO DAS this March, SIPO has handled more than 2000 DAS requests and our applicants have shown increasing interest in DAS. We believe that DAS will play more and more important role in priority document exchange in the future, and really appreciate WIPO’s diligent and innovative work towards WIPO DAS. SIPO is willing to cooperate with WIPO to further promote WIPO DAS in the long run. In the operation of DAS, SIPO found that there is still room for improvement of WIPO DAS. Hence, SIPO would like to share its consideration on the improvement.
1. Priority number format

According to the framework of DAS, OSF needs to specify the priority number in the Request for priority document conforming to a certain format, which would be acceptable by the OFF. In this scenario, it is substantially important for DAS participant Offices to have clear and detailed knowledge of the priority number format accepted by other participant Offices. 

From emails from WIPO, we have learned that WIPO DAS would make some adjustment when receiving PDRequest with nonstandard priority number, in order to ensure that the OFF will receive expected priority number format. We really appreciate WIPO’s considerate operation on this. However, it will be much easier for Offices to know and to send exactly the expected format. This will also reduce WIPO’s burdens in a degree. We really appreciate WIPO’s kindness to share with SIPO the priority number format that WIPO has collected recently. Furthermore, in the long run, considering that more and more Offices would join in DAS, we suggest WIPO to collect and update the priority document acceptable by each participant on time, and to distribute the information to each participant on wiki or by mail.
2. carbon copy of the problem solving process
In the operation of DAS1.0, sometimes we found that the solving period will last rather long for some very tough problems. In the waiting period, the Office who has raised the problem may need to be informed of the communication between WIPO and the relevant Office. This will help the Office to have a better understanding of the problem solving process, and to consider the subsequent operation in advance. So, we’d like to know is it possible for WIPO to carbon copy all the communication mails among relevant Offices.   
3. Inquiry on DAS processing course
As WIPO is the hub in DAS architecture and plays the key role in DAS operation, WIPO is able to obtain almost the complete information in DAS processing, including when the application is registered, when OSF has send PDRequest regarding the application, when the PDRequest is conveyed to the OFF, and etc. Actually, this kind of information is very valuable for applicants to track the processing course. We wonder whether it is possible for WIPO to share the processing course information, maybe in applicant Portal or a new website. It will be much better if relevant Offices could also access such information.
4. subdividing error codes
In the operation of DAS1.0, we all think that error codes are very important for Offices to position the problem, so as to figure out follow-up remedial measure. However, considering the various and complicated problems occurring in DAS process, the error codes seem not sufficient enough to explicitly reflect the practical problem. For example, error code “1” in TDA is used in three situations, i.e. application number requested was not found, or the format of the number makes the number unclear, or the number is not valid. This may cause a little confusion for Offices. Could WIPO consider subdividing error codes to better satisfy business requirement? This could be started by discussion on wiki space, and collection of participant Offices’ proposals according to practical experiences.  
5. time monitory and acceleration of pending cases
 As priority document is time sensitive, the last things we’d like to see is that applicants may lose priority rights due to time delay in DAS operation. We wonder whether WIPO has established time monitory for DAS process. If so, maybe WIPO could start some kind of acceleration mechanism for the pending cases, according to the time monitory information. 
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