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|. Evolution of registration activities

- Changes caused concerning the procedures in application
filings and grants (registration) in the year reported.
In 1999, application filings and registrations total ed 37, 368
and 41, 355, respectively.

-Trends or areas experiencing rapid changes in the year
reported. Nothing particular to report..

Il. Matters concerning the generation, reproduction, and
distribution of industrial design docunents and of secondary
sources of industrial design information (i.e., officia
gazettes):

-Publication of gazettes and docunents by printing,
reproduction and el ectronic printing:

The Japanese Patent Ofice (JPO  published design
docunents are printed offset. Plates for printing design
gazettes are photoengraved. Plates for printing appeal and
trial decisions gazettes are nade using a direct process.

-Maj or public notices by the Industrial Property Ofice in

the industrial design field. The design gazettes and
docunent s published in 1999 are:
Desi gn gazettes: 37,100
Appeal and trial decisions gazettes: 50

-Mass data storage nedia and mcrofil nms being used:

Since 1989, the JPO has been storing design gazette inmage
data in optical discs, with the total reaching about 1.26
mllion docunents by fiscal 1998.

- Dat abase and office automati on:
Not hi ng particular to report.

I11. Matters concerning classifying, reclassifying and
i ndexing of industrial design information according to the
present classification systens:

-Classification and reclassification works: Currently used
classification syst ens, e.g., I nt ernati onal Desi gn
Classification (Locarno Classification) and the like (State



your internal classification, if used.):
The JPO operates the design classification, which is the
donmestic design classification system revised in 1983. The

design classification based primarily on the concept of
usage consists of four stages of classification: group, mjor
classification, m nor classification and norphol ogi cal

classification as a “sub-mnor” classification as required
total i ng about 5,100 classification branches.

In 1999, design classifications were assigned to 37,368
applications filed and to about 180,000 itenms of publicly
known data including journals, catal ogues, and the |ike, used
as criteria for determ ning the novelty of design.

-Bi bl i ographi ¢ search data and data processing:

Bi bl i ographic data wused for search purposes include
application nunber, application data, registration nunber,
regi stration dat e, desi gn cl assification, D-terns
(classification synbols of an architecture differing from
design classification), and the like. This data is stored in
t he conputer database by docunment and used for retrieval

I'V. Establishment and upkeep of search file:

-File conpilation:

a) For manual - based search

The draw ngs of registered design applications are filed
by registration nunber by design classification. Those of
pending or refused design applications are filed by
appl i cation nunber and design classification.

As to publicly known materials, a single photo is
generated for each picture carried on the journal and the
I'ike, and stored in the cabinet by specific design
classification.

b) For computer-ai ded search

By 1999, the JPO had stored 2 mllion pieces of
application data, and 2 mllion pieces of publicly known data
i nvol vi ng i mge dat a, bi bl i ogr aphi c dat a, design
classification and D-terns in search files.

- Updat i ng;

a) For manual - based search

The JPO added the drawings of 37,368 pieces of
application data to the files.

b) For conputer-aided search

The JPO added 37,368 application data, about 180,000
pieces of publicly known data involving imge data and
bi bl i ographic data to files.

-Fornms of storage for mass storage nedia and m crofil ns:
Optical disc and hard disc

- Forei gn docunentati on mai ntai ned and/ or considered to be



a part of the available search file:
Forei gn desi gn gazettes, journals and catal ogues

V. Activities in the field of conputerized search systens for
i ndustrial designs:

-1 n-house system (online/offline):

The JPO has been processing application data for design
exam nati on, such designs (publicly known data) as carried in
donestic and overseas journals, catalogues, and the 1iKke,
into electronic imge data (including colored inmage data).
O her than Japanese design classification, the JPO has also
generated search key lists (D-termlists) for nulti-viewoint
classification for about 330 thenes, assigning Dterns
(search keys) to application data and publicly known data
contained in respective themes in accordance wth the
rel evant |ist.

The design retrieval system allows online searches of
application data and publicly known data using the
af orenenti oned design classification and D-ternms as search
keys. Retrieved docunent inmage data is displayed on a
termnal screen fromthe image file server (color inmage data
are displayed in color) and the high-speed screening can be
made.

On the other hand, the system has been downsi zed and been
shifted to a client-server type system since January, 2000,
operating w thout a host conputer to achi eve faster and
nore reliable retrieval and screening.

- Ext ernal dat abase:
Not hi ng particular to report

-Adm ni strative managenent systens (e.g., registration,
| egal status, statistics, admnistrative support and the
like):

The JPO operates the following mjor admnistrative
managenent systens:

a) The application processing system processes data on
design applications and can inquire online about the I|ega
status regarding the processing of design applications. Wen
an examner or an admnistrative officer inputs a design
application nunber from the termnal, the system displays
processi ng details about the application concerned and prints
out the results. In addition, in the case of non-response
from applicants against notifications of reason for refusa
by the examiner within a specified period fromthe date, in
which the notification of reason for refusal was dispatched,
the system automatically lists +them and outputs the
notification of refusal deci sions.

The application processing system also autonmatically
drafts various notifications and actions with respect to
refusal decisions in the case of non-response from applicants



and decisions of registration in the event no opposition is
filed. In case applicants fail to respond the notifications
of reason for refusal within a specified period fromthe date
on which the notification of reason for refusal was
di spatched, after they were served with regard to given

applications, these applications are |listed and refusal
decisions are automatically drafted according to |ist
entries. In this instance, file-wappers applicable to the
listed application nunbers are singled out and conbi ned

with printed-out docunents.

b) The dispatch processing system records nuneric data
(e.g. application nunber, date drafted, exam ner’s code, and
the like) entered on the notification of reason for refusal,
refusal decision, and the |ike, by the exam ner as code data
with the aid of OCR In addition, portions witten in
Japanese, such as attorney’s nane and the |ike, are recorded
as facsimle inage data. This system prints out the patent
office’s notifications and actions taken by the applicant or
attorney and sorts them in order. Finally, this system
pl aces these printout in envel opes, weighs them and generates
mai |l slips for dispatch. This systemalso conpiles statistic
data on di spatch

c) The registration system processes registration data
and generates notifications and reproduces register entries.

d) The appeals and trial system processes data on
appeals and trials, and collects nuneric data on appeal and
trial nunber, categorizes the notification, exam ner’s code
and the like, using OCR, and prints out appeal and trial
notifications.

e) The file-wapper control system (a system that
manages file-wappers of design application for which fina
action was taken) enables survey on the existence of
applicable file-wappers or whether desired file-wappers
have been revi ewed or scrapped.

- Equi prent used (hardware including term nals, network and
the like, and software):

The JPO operates a conprehensive, integrated system which
i ncorporates the design processing system and the search
system as subsystens. ( Refer to “Annual Technical Reports on
Patent Information Activities”.)



VI. Administration of industrial design services available to
the public (e.g., assistance to clients with respect to
applications, design registrations, and search procedures,
and facilities for obtaining official publications and
extracts of registers):

- Pl anni ng, managenent, automation and safety:

The National Center for Industrial Property Information
(NCIPI') collects design gazettes, and the like, from 41
foreign pat ent of fices (i ncluding 2 I nt ernati onal
organi zations) through the international exchange program
In addition to JPO published design gazettes, it offers them
for public inspection.

The Intellectual Property Centers are established at 8
Regi onal Bureaus of International Trade and Industry and 55
places in all prefecture across the country and continuously
offer, free-of-charge, a public inspection service for design
gazettes. The JPO al so provi des gui dance and supervision to
these public inspection facilities relating to sorting,
preservation the use of gazettes and associ ated docunents.

- Col l ection, managenent and preservation:

JPO publ i shed design gazettes are sorted by Japanese
design classification and bound into book form for |ong-term
preservation. Al so, routine checks are made for breakage
spoilage and mssing pages or books including repair.
Forei gn design gazettes are sorted by date issued or docunent
nunber and bound into book formfor optinmm preservation.

-Public information services (including conputer service):
a) On public information inspection services, an
i nspection of paper gazettes can be made at NCI Pl and through
8 Regi onal Bureaus of International Trade and Industry and 55
Intellectual Property Centers in all prefectures across the
country. In addition, NCPI and regional bureaus of
International Trade and Industry provide an online public
i nspection service using the conprehensi ve docunent dat abase.
The following online public inspection services are
offered by NCIPI (33 termnals), Kinki Regional Bureau (6
termnals), Chubu Regional Bureau (2 term nals), Hokkaido
Regional Bureau (1 termnal), Tohoku Regional Bureau (1
termnal), Chugoku Regional Bureau (1 termnal), Shikoku
Regi onal Bureau (1 termnal) and Kyushu Regional Bureau (1
termnal) of International Trade and Industry, and OKinawa
General Ofice (1 termnal):

1) Inquiry by design registration nunber.

2) Nunber indexing and inquiry service which checks
ot her relevant nunbers from application nunber, registration
nunber, or appeal and trial nunber.

3) Cdass search and inquiry by Japanese Design
Cl assification.



4) Docurent phot ocopying (at cost).

b) Ofer of industrial property information by the
i nt er net
The JPO has been providing patent electronics library
service which enables retrieval of about 40 mllion cases of
industrial property information through docunment nunbers or
various classifications on the internet since March, 1999.
Maj or services on the design information to be offered
are as follows:
(1) Retrieval of design gazettes database
The design gazettes published since 1889 can be
referred by docunent nunber.
(2) Retrieval of Japanese design classification and D
termns
The quick report information and design gazettes of
establ i shed and regi stered designs can be referred as a form
of docunment through the retrieval using D terns.
(3) Classification list
Japanese design classification, Locarno-Japan design

cl assification cross -reference table and D term |i st
can be referred. In addition, the inquiry of appeal/trial
gazettes since 1940 is possible. The JPO also offers

appeal /trial decision information, transitional information
on application, registration, and appeals and trials, court
decision or law guide information and the like as related
i nf ormati on.

VI1. Matters concerning nutual exchange of industrial design
docunment ati on and i nfornmati on:

-International or regional cooperation in exchange of
design information by the fornms of gazettes:

The JPO exchanges design gazettes wth 80 countries,
sendi ng design gazettes to 26 countries and receiving design
gazettes and the others from 43 countries (including two
i nternational organizations).

- Exchange of machi ne-readable information (e.g., CD ROM
magneti c tape type data):
None.

VIII. Mtters concerning Education and Training including
Techni cal Assi stance to Devel opi hg Countri es:

a)Activities and cooperation through Japanese voluntary
contribution to WPO W PO Funds-i n-Trust/ Japan

- One JPO official was dispatched to the Departnent of
I ntellectual Property, t he Sci ence Technol ogy and



Envi ronnent Agency of Lao People’s Denocratic Republic as
a WPO expert to provide advice and training relating to

b)

ndustrial design exam nation procedures.

The JPO accepted a total of 60 trainees from Bangl adesh,
Canbodia, China, India, I|ndonesia, Iran, Laos, Ml aysia,
Mongol i a, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Papua New Cui nea, Sri
Lanka, Thailand, the Philippines and Viet Nam to provide
education and training on adm nistration, enforcenent and
exam nation of industrial property right as well as IP
information and office automation in IP Ofice with the
cooperation of the Japan Institute of Invention and
| nnovation (JII1l).

Cooperation to developing countries utilizing other

schenes

Di spatch of experts

Under a schene of the Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JI1CA), one JPO official was di spat ched
respectively to the Departnent of Intellectual Property
of Thailand and the Directorate Ceneral of Intellectua

Property Rights, Mnistry of Law and Legal Affairs of
| ndonesia as JI CA experts to provide advice and training
relating to industrial design exam nation procedures.

Education and Trai ning for government officials

Wth the cooperation of JICA, the JPO provided
intellectual property admnistration JICA training
courses for admnistrative work related to industrial
property in non-APEC developing countries. The 10
participants were officials from Brazil, Colunbia, Cuba,
Egypt, India, Kyrgyzstan, Nepal, Paraguay, Slovakia and
Turkey. The APEC industrial property course was provided
for governnent officials who were working in industrial
property admnistration and examnation in the APEC
region. The 21 participants were officials from China
| ndonesi a, Korea, Mexico, Peru, Thailand, the Philippines
and Viet Nam As part of the training courses, the JPO
provi ded | ectures and patent information search training.

The JPO invited one to three trainees each from
Thail and, the Philippines, Indonesia and Viet Nam as
counterparts of the experts dispatched to these countries
to provide training in specialized fields which included
| ectures and training on conputer technology. The JPO
also held the fourth APEC/PFP training course on
managenent of industrial property rights in Thailand. The
47 participants cane from 10 APEC nenber countries and 2
regions, and there were 22 lecturers from?7 countries and
one international organization.

In Singapore, JPO held a Semnar on Intellectual
Property Rights for |IP Enforcenent Staff Menbers which



was attended by 43 officials from 8 Asian countries
i ncl udi ng the host nation.

- Training for the private sector
Wth the cooperation of the Association for Overseas

Techni cal Schol arship (AOTS) and JIll, the JPO | ectured on
the subject of industrial property as a whole including
i ndustri al property i nformati on sear ches, in t he

I ndustrial Property Training Course, which was held a
total of eight tines. The courses were attended by 135
trainees from Canbodia, China, India, Indonesia, Korea,
Laos, Malaysia, Mexico, Mongolia, Mannmar, Papua New
Qui nea, Thailand, the Philippines and the Viet Nam

c) Publication of intellectual property [aws on CD ROM

The Japan Patent Agency translated the intellectual property
laws of mgjor industrial nations and devel oping countries
into English to assist the intellectual property offices of
devel oping countries who were revising their donestic
intellectual property laws for the WO TRIPS Agreenent by
January 1%, 2000, and required the "Cooperative Wrk of
Information Arrangenent of Foreign Industrial Property
Systens" in CD-ROM form The 1999 version of the CD ROM
i ncludes industrial property right |aws and ordi nances of 22
countries, one region and one organization including:
Australia, Belgium Brazil, Britain, Canada, China, EU
France, Germany, Holland, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Korea,
Mal aysi a, New Zeal and, Spain, Singapore, Swtzerland, Taiwan,
Thail and, the Philippines, the United States and Viet Nam
The JPO then distributed the CD-ROMS to devel oping APEC
economes in free of charge. In the future, the Agency is
pl anning to summarize I[P laws of certain nations

I X. Oher relevant matters

a) Locarno-Japan design classification cross-reference
tabl e (concordance data):

The JPO produces the Locarno-Japan design classification
cross-reference table (concordance data) to assure effective
use of Japanese design gazettes in foreign countries as
exam nati on dat a.

b) English version of Japanese design classification:

The JPO is working on an English version of the Japanese
design classification to assure effective use of Japanese
desi gn gazettes and concordance data abroad.
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