
CURRENT PRACTICE AND STATISTICS 

OF SUBMISSIONS AND REQUESTS 

FOR CERTIFIED COPY 

OF PRIORITY DOCUMENTS



1. Rights to request grant copies of documents:

 All relevant organizations and individuals have the right to
request the IPVN to grant copies of documents issued or kept by
the IPVN, including certification of true copies from the originals
or archives. For documents related to unpublished applications,
only the applicant has the right to request a copy. The person
requesting the issue of copies must pay the prescribed fee.

2. Requests for copies of documents include:

 A request for a copy of the document (02 copies);

 The original document issued by the IPVN (if the document is not 
stored at the IPVN);

 Fee payment documents.

3. Processing time: 

 Within 03 working days from the date of receipt the request for
grant of copies, the IPVN shall grant copies or issue a notice of
refusal, clearly stating the reasons therefor.

4. Processing department: Post Registration Examination Center



1. For an International Industrial Design Registration under the Hague 

system:

 The applicant can claim priority on the basis of the first application

in one of the member countries of the Paris Convention or the WTO.

If this statement is available, the applicant should note that some

designated countries (Japan, Mexico, South Korea, the Russian

Federation, the United States of America) will require the applicant to

submit a certified copy of the priority document in person to the

national authority of that country. Therefore, the priority

document cannot be filed through WIPO except in the case of Korea

(if filed with Appendix V in the international application).

 Thus, in fact, there will be no requirement to issue a certified

copy of the priority document for an industrial design application

originating in Vietnam, except for the case mentioned above.



2. For International Registration of Trademarks under the Madrid system

 The applicant may claim the right of priority on the basis of the first

application for a basic registration that has been submitted to the IPVN or has

been granted a trademark registration certificate by the IPVN within 6 months

from the filing date of first application.

 In fact, the International Trademark Registrations originating in Vietnam
filed under the Madrid system can only claim priority on the basis of the first
application for a basic registration filed in Vietnam if meet the deadlines
mentioned above.

 For the International Trademark Registrations on the basis of a Trademark
Registration Certificate issued by the IPVN, enjoying the above priority will
not be met due to the time limit for processing a trademark application for
granting according to the provisions of the Law on Intellectual Property of
Vietnam longer than the time limit for processing claim of the right of
priority.
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 To confirm the information in Section 6 will be Section 13-

CERTIFICATION AND SIGNATURE OF THE INTERNATIONAL

APPLICATION BY THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN

 Therefore, in practice, a Vietnamese applicant can claim

priority on the basis of a first trademark application filed

in Vietnam if the prescribed time limit is met and there is

no need to submit a request for a certified copy of the

priority document for international registration of

trademarks under the Madrid system.



 The applicant has the right to claim priority on the basis of the first

application within 12 months from the date of filing the first

application.

 The applicant may request the IPVN to issue a copy of the patent

application filed in Vietnam as a priority document to be submitted

together with the application file for an International Patent

Registration under the PCT system.

 In fact, with requests for certified copies of priority documents at

present, IPVN does not charge fees for granting, and the processing

time as prescribed is quite short (03 working days from the filing date).

That so, when the number of PCT applications submitted is high within

the short time will put pressure on the processing time of the request

for a copy of the priority application to the examination center.
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 Compared with the data of PCT applications submitted at the

same time on the previous Topic (regarding PCT application), it

can be seen that the number of requests for certified copies of

priority applications corresponds to the number of PCT

applications submitted and also the number of patent

applications claiming priority presented in each PCT application

(may be more than 01 application if the prescribed time limit is

met).

 In general, the request for certified copies of priority documents

from 2018 to 2021 tends to increase and decrease in the preriod

from January 1st to October 31st, 2022 with the reasons as

analyzed in the Topic about Challenges in processing PCT

applications.



 According to the current situation in Vietnam, the request for a certified

copy of the priority document may arises for International Patent

Registrations submitted under the PCT, not for International Trademark

Registrations under the Madrid system and International Industrial Designs

Registration under the Hague system.

 In case of applying PCT application, the amount of requests for certified

copies of priority documents will depend on the number of PCT applications

filed and the number of patent applications claiming priority in each PCT

application.

 Besides, requests for copies of priority documents under the Paris Convention

are made regularly by IP Viet Nam to confirm the validity of international

registration in Vietnam.

 IPVN currently only provides paper copies of priority documents and has not

yet implemented the issuance of electronic copies of these documents.


